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compiled by LISA POULIN 

Staff Writer 

The story was then. The time is now. 

Avila is proud to present Medea in Goppert Theater Feb. 26-March 
2. Admission is free to all students. Call 942-8400 Ext. 2299 to 
reserve tickets. 

Concert Tickets 

Sarah McLaughlin and Lisa Loch concert tickets are on sale now. 
The show is Tuesday, Apr. 14, at the Midland Theater. 

Love Stories 

Deborah Lewis stars in a theatrical dance/monologue, Love Stories. 
For reservations call (816) 472-7828 for the Kansas City show on 
Feb. 28, or (913) 843-2787 for the Lawrence show on Feb. 25. 
Tickets are $10. 

CMKC Show 

The University of Missouri at Kansas City Theater Department pre- 
sents The Servant of Two Masters. It runs Feb. 19-22. For tickets 
and show times call (816) 235-2700. 

Catholicism Revisited 

Revisit Catholicism the first and diird Thursdays of die mondi from 
7-8:30 p.m. at The Cadiedral of die Immaculate Conception. For 
more information call Sr. Donna Ryan at (816) 842-0416 Ext. 1 13. 

Dance Series 

City in Modon’s New Dance Series will present its winter concert 
Feb. 13-14. For tickets and more information call 472-7828. 

One Man and His World 

Mark Twain-One Man and His World will be presented by die 
Liberty Performing Arts Center Feb. 14 at 7:00 p.m. For ticket 
information call (816) 792-6130. 

Consumer Website 

Check out the new website for consumers, www.consumer.gov. 

This site gives federal access to federal consumer information. 

Science Majors 

Attention students whose majors relate to science. Internship oppor- 
tunities are available from The U.S. Geological Survey Eardi 
Sciences Internship Program. For application information contact 
Ernestine Friedman at (423) 576-2358 or e-mail: 
friedman@orau.gov or Deborah McCleary at (423) 576-4813 or e- 
mail: mccleard@orau.gov 

Film Series 

Do not forget to check out die Avila Film Series this spring. The 
dieme is Women and Violence. See page 12 for showtimes. 



by RYAN GLASGOW 

Staff Writer 

“When visiting with Mr. 
Mallon I mistakenly indicated 
to him diat he could ‘save’ his 
final term of attendance by 
being a part-time student since 
he wished to play (Men’s 
Basketball) in Spring ‘98 

semester radier dianl — 

Fall ’97 semester. 

This rule is difficult 
to interpret and evi- 
dently I interpreted 
it incorrectly,” said 
Fred Geer, faculty j 

adiletic representa- 
tive, in a letter to 
National 
Association of 
Incrcollcgialc 
Athletics (NA1A) 
official Robert 
Rhodes, signed by 

himself & Mike 

Cro/.ier, athletic ^ Vl1 " C D °" 

director. u 

. Henage, 1 

This mistake | saiah Hu 

occurred on die Shane s a 
Avila campus, and it Middle R 
does not appear to be T own, Ar 
a student’s fault. A Rofique I 
well known and front Ro> 
liked student adilete, Signer, G 

George Mallon, is in 

die midst of diis very sticky sit- 
uation. 

According to NAIA eligibility 
code law, article V section L, a 
student athlete is only allowed 
10 semesters full-time to com- 
pete in adiletics. 

In die case of Mallon, at die 
end of die 1997 spring term he 
had competed nine of his 
semesters. Mallon apparently 
found diis out at die beginning 
of die fall semester in 1997, 
after a summer’s wordi of vig- 
orous working out to prepare 
for his senior season. 

Much to die disappointment of 
Mallon, it was abruptly 



snatched tA'i 

grasp. 

“Due to 
questions ^ 
being raised w % 

about my eli- J 

g i b i 1 i l y , ^ *^^*”*~ — 

Mike Cro/.ier and Fred Geer 
assured me I had done every- 
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Avila College Men's Basketball 1997-98 
Back Row: (From left) Mike Hopkins, James Harris, Kyle 
Henage, George Mallon, Rodney Wittenberg, Noah Amerson, 
Isaiah Hultman, Jesse Nichols, Chad Lewis, Mike Strong, 
Shane Sands 

Middle Row: (From left) Danny Mudge, Chad Wilkinson, Ryan 
Town, Andy Feurborn, Chris Aulbor, DeKorey Albright, 

Rofique Miller 

Front Row: (From left) Ryan Glascow, Bob Turner, Terrell 
Tigner, Greg Oelrichs 

photo courtesy Community Relations 



f HP hours had no impact to his 
case. 

Mallon stated dial he not 
only lost his eligibility, he 
also delayed his graduation 
simply on die word of indi- 
Jp|| viduals who misinterpreted a 
rule. 

cr Head Coach Jim Huber said, 
y- “It is a very unfortunate situ- 
• ation. The 
dT j school doesn’t 

get punished, 
die person who 
really suffers is 
G e o r g c 
Mttllon. When 
a person works 
so hard in die 
off-season it is 
bad for dial 
person.” 

As of now, 
dicre is no 
answer to die 

appeal dial was 

sent to die 
s Harris, Kyle NAIA office 

g, Noah Amerson, on behalf of 
, Mike Strong, Mallon. As it 

remains he is 
id Wilkinson, Ryan ineligible 
ay Albright, With a month 



diing I had to do to be eligible 
for die spring semester,” 
Mallon said. 

But later, he found his adiletic 
status was jeopardized due to a 
technicality found in Million’s 
registration format. 

Mike Crozier had no comment 
on die issues. 

Crozier only spoke of the 
appeal process dial is now' 
underway. The rule states dial if 
a student enrolls in a semester 
full-time it technically counts as 
a full-Ume semester. 

Since Mallon had already 
enrolled at die beginning lull- 
time, dropping down to six 



remaining in 
Terrell tliis season it 
appears as 

unity Relations , ,, 

I mpugn he will 
never get a chance to play out 
his senior season. Sympadiy 
from teammates and coaches 
are not enough comfort for 
Mallon. 

Teammate Terrell Tigner 
said, “It is not fair dial some- 
one who tries to do die right 
thing gets treated unfairly. 
The administration should 
have been on top of diings so 
he didn’t have to suffer." 

“I really respect him a lot 
and like him a lot and 1 hope 
everything works out for 
him,” said Cindy Freeman, 
athletics department secre- 
tary. 

This is a story dial will 
probably never have a happy 
ending for Mallon. 



Consumer Report: Is Avila’s Bookstore A Best Buy? 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor in- Chief 

The story is die same every 
year. Students buy their books 
tit die Avila College Bookstore 
and ptty what diey feel is an 
outrageous amount. But, is it 
any cheaper to buy your books 
elsewhere? And if so, is it 
wordi it? If you can get die 
same book at Barnes & Noble 



for only a dollar less, is dial 
dollar worth your time and 
trouble to search out the book 
and go gel it? 

Book prices from Avila, 
Barnes & Nobles, Borders, 
Johnson County Conmiunity 
College and The University of 
Missouri at Kansas City were 
gadiered and compared. 
Surprisingly enough, it was 
easier to find textbooks at com- 



mercial bookstores than school 
bookstores. “That really 
shocked me. 1 diought it would 
be easier to find dicse books at 
odier colleges,” senior political 
science major Tim Coleman 
said. 

The only book dial did not 




have any sort of difference in 
price was QuarkXPress for 
Macintosh. However, diis is a 
computer manual that is used 
in class as a text, not a text- 
book in die classic sense of die 
word. The cost of this book 
was $15.95 everywhere. 

The most drastic price differ- 
ence was for the book 
Artforms: Fifth Ediuon. Avila 
sold this book new' for $55.50, 



while Barnes & Noble sold the 
same new book for $34.50; a 
price difference of $2 1 ,00. 

Another significant price dif- 
ference was in the book 
Leadership in Organization: 
Fourdi Edidon. This is one of 
two books for a weekend inten- 
sive course. Team Leadership. 
Story continued on page 2; see 
Bookstore Cost 
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Women’s Studies Widens Reach 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor-In-Chief 

Earlier this year, The Talon 
reported that the Women’s 
Studies minor was the fastest 
growing minor at Avila 
College. 

The Women's Studies 
minor continues to grow, , j 
and so do programs 1 1 
devoted to bringing top- 
ics of concern to non- V 
minors. . 

Last year, the group 0 \ 
enjoyed the immense 
success of die Women’s 

Studies Film Series, and 

that has enabled them to expand 
to oilier projects. 

March is Women’s Studies 
Month, and there tire a variety 
of activities planned for it. First 
of all. Avila will house The 
Silent Witness Exhibit in 
Hooley-Bundsehu Library from 
Feb. 27-March 9. 

This exhibit pays tribute to die 
thousands of women who are 
murdered by husbands and 
boyfriends each year. The 
exhibit's roots began in 1990 in 
Minnesota. 



The number of women dying Euripides, is a story about 

each year had become so stag- excessive love, revenge, and 

goring dial somcdiing had to be infanticide,” said Dr. Nancy 
i tlon done. A group of 10 women Cervctti, director of the 

en’s artists conceived die idea of Women’s Studies program, 

stest carrying silhouettes of those The play runs from Feb. 26 

.vila slain; “silent witnesses” to die through March 2. On Saturday, 

cilhoi iPttPQ nf Fcb ' 2X ’ a11 profits from 

... bmiUUbUCb Ul die show will be used to 

those S I 3 I n Silent Scholarship Fund. Also. 

. n , after Saturday’s perfor- 

witnesses to the mance, dicre will be a 

. . . r . . no-holds-barred discus- 

brutality of domestic sionorihcmuiu-raccicd 



violence. 

brutality of domestic violence. 
The silent witnesses have been 
marched to Washington, widi 
each state represented. 

It is hoped diat this exhibit, 
which travels around die coun- 
try, will bring attention to die 
growing problem of domestic 
violence so that the numbers 
can start to go down. 

In addition to diis, die die- 
ater’s first show of the season, 
Medea, is helping incorporate 
die theme of die month. 

“ Medea , a classical tragedy by 



issues that Medea brings 
to die surface. 

— There are several other 
films, special appearances and 
discussions set to help raise 
awareness of Women’s Studies 
and issues. The Talon will pub- 
lish calenders of these events. 
Or. contact Dr. Nancy Cervctti 
with questions at 942-8400 ext. 
2252. The Women’s Studies 
program hopes diese activities 
will help raise awareness of 
women’s issues throughout the 
campus, resulting in an impres- 
sion dial will lie carried in peo- 
ple long after they leave Avila. 



Consumer Report Continued. 



Consumer Report; Is Avila 
Bookstore a Best Buy? 
continued from page I 

Avila sells this book for 
553.50, UMKC for $54.80, 
Borders for $48.00 and Barnes 
& Noble for $36.00. This book 
is found in four different stores, 
widi five different prices. Think 
how much a student who com- 
pared prices could save. 

“The two books for die class 
(Team Leadership) cost me 
about $90.00,” senior Mary 

V* 



Lopez said. “1 was a little upset 
about that because it’s a week- 
end class. Wliat made me really 
upset was die fact diat I could 
have gotten it for $17.50 less. 
That’s lunch for all diree week- 
ends.” 

There does not seem to be an 
easy solution to tilts problem. If 
teachers are required to put die 
l.SBN on course descriptions, 
textbooks would have to be 
ordered extremely far in 
advance, making it likely they 
will be soon be outdated mid 



only used once. 

There seems to be no easy 
answer to diis dilemma. The 
most efficient way is to go to 
Avila’s Bookstore and get the 
books. 

Turn diem over, and dicre is an 
ISBN on die back. Write diis 
number down, and call Barnes 
& Nobles or Borders and see if 
diey carry die same book for 
less money. 

A few minutes on the phone 
could save you a noticablc 
amount of money. 




Management 


$72.50 


N/A 


N/A 


N/A 


$70.36 


Effective Public 
Relations 


$81.00 


N/A 


N/A 


$77.00 


$80.25 


Consumer Behavior; 










Implications for 
Marketing 


$76.75 


$68.20 


N/A 


$71.95 


$69.95 


QuarkXPress for 
Macintosh 


$15.95 


$15.95 


N/A 


$15.95 


$15.95 


The Public Relation 










Writers Handbook 


$22.00 


N/A 


N/A 


$19.95 


$19.95 


Art Forms: 
5th Edition 


$55.50 


N/A 


N/A 


no price 


$34.50 


Leadership in 
Organizations 


$53.50 


N/A 


$54.80 


$48.00 


$36.00 



Mata Makes 
A Change 



hv THE R ESE (’( )X SSM 

Rev Mala, assistant to 
the Dean of Student 
Affairs, will be return- g§<| 
ing to his native land |||pp 
of Houston, Texas to 
be widi his family after 
21 months at Avila WSg 
College. Mata's last 
day will be Feb. 13, 

1998. H 

Tom Lease, vice- If 
president and dean of [ff 
student affairs, said, 

“He will be greatly missed and 
yet we tire happy dial he c;ui 
return to Houston where his 
family is and he will always 
remain a member of the Avila 
Community.” 

Mata has several interviews 
set up in Houston but nothing is 
definite. 

He will return to die Kansas 
City metropolitan area after a 
few months to finalize the sell- 
ing of his home and to play in a 
softball tournament. 

“Rey has brought a lot to our 
staff, he has a way of working 
widi people, and always brings 
out die best in everyone. “ 
Carolyn Coon, assistant dean of 
student affairs, said. “He some- 
how always manages to be 
happy, and pul filings into per- 
spective. He has been a valued 



m $ H 



. m 



colleague, and will always be a 
very dear friend. I will miss him 
very, very much.” 

Julie Klulsarils, junior, said, 
“I’ll miss Rey a lot. He is 
always Liierc when you need 
cheering up or when you just 
need someone to talk to. I am 
glad he will be able to go home 
to his family, but I know many 
students will miss his constant 
cheerfulness and many smiles.” 
“Avila has given me wonder- 
ful experiences which 1 will 
draw on for die rest of my life,” 
Mala said. “And die friends I 
have made here will be with me 
diroughoul everything.” 

Rey Mata will be missed 
greatly here at Avila. But his 
many contributions will not 
soon be forgotten by the staff or 
students. The entire campus 
joins in wishing Mata luck in 
die future and all that he does 



Accreditation Team to Visit 



submitted by 
ESTHER MILLS 

The North Central 
Accreditation Team (made up 
of four outside reviewers) is on 
campus March 2-4 to meet widi 
various groups, including stu- 
dents, staff, full-time faculty, 
part-time faculty, alumni and 
Board of Trustee members. 
Anyone who is not part of diese 
scheduled meedngs and would 
like an opportunity to meet widi 
a team member should plan to 



attend die open meeting for 
staff on Tuesday, March 3 at 
4:(X) p.m. in Whitfield 507. 

Copies of the self-study report 
prepared for the accreditation 
visit are available in die 
Library, each Vice-President’s 
office, and each academic 
department. Chairs of die Self- 
Study subcommittees also have 
copies of die final report. If 
anyone has difficulty in finding 
a copy to review, please contact 
Elise Hart or Esdier Mills in the 
Academic Dean’s Office. 



North Central Accreditation Team 
SCHEDULED MEETINGS: 



Monday, March 2 

4:00-5:00 p.m. 


Full time Faculty 


Whitfield 

512 


5:00-6:00 p.m. 


Board of Trustees 


Hclmcs 


5:00-6:00 p.m. 


Alumni 


Barefoot 

Room 


Tuesday, March 3 

4:00-5:00 p.m. 


Open Meeting 


Whitfield 




for staff 


507 


5:00-6:00 p.m. 


Part-time Faculty 


Whitfield 

507 


5:00-6:00 p.m. 


Students 


Barefoot 

Room 
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Sierra-Perez Recognized for 

Serving The Red Cross 



by LYNN BROWN-QUICK 

Staff Writer 

The earthquake only lasted 33 
seconds, but il killed 136,000 
Guatemalans. Alba Sierra- 
Perez, an Avila College senior 
nursing student, was there and 
was inspired by die work of die 
American Red Cross. 

“The American Red Cross, 
diey are wonderful,” Sierra- 
Perez said. “After the eardi- 
quake, they risked dieir lives, 
setting up stations where people 
could get food, water, medica- 
tions and blankets. I became 
really grateful to diem.” 

Now. die Greater Kansas City 
Chapter of the American Red 
Cross has shown its gratitude to 
Sierra-Perez for her volunteer 
work. 

The Volunteer Line of Service 
Award was presented to Sierra- 
Perez at the organization’s 



ulia Louise 
Lovejoy 

port rayed by %atie Armitage 
Wednesday, March 4, 1998 
7-8:30 p.m. 

Whitfield Center 

In the era of John ! Brown’s 
underground railroad, Jufia 
Lovejoy was an ideafistic 
participant in the struggle 
for human freedom as well 
as a pioneer woman con- 
cerned with home and fami- 
ly. She lived in Lawerence, 
‘Kansas, and had a decided- 
(y negative opinion of 
‘Missouri and Missourians, 
find out why and be pre- 
pared to argue with her! 
Admission is free. 



*JOB OPPORTUNITY* 
Lifcgaurds needed at the 
Red Bridge YMCA 
Competitive pay. 
Free membership! 
Must have current 
certifications. Early morn, 
day shifts available. 
Contact Sheila Schaefer @ 
942-2020 



EARN 

$750-$l 500/WEEK 

Raise all die money your student 
group needs by sponsoring a 
VISA Fund raiser on your cam- 
pus. 

No investment & very little time 
needed. There’s no obligation, 
so 

why not call for information 
today. 

Call 1-800-323-8454 X 95 



recent annual meeting. 

Sierra-Perez has been a 
volunteer for die Red 
Cross since 1993. She 
stays busy teaching cours- 
es like First Aid for Litde 
People, Home Alone, CPR 
for Kids and baby-sitting 
classes diroughoul the 
metropolitan area. She 
leaches die youngsters in 
English, her second lan- 
guage. 

When she teaches CPR to 
adults or conducts healdi 
screenings, she speaks her 
native Spanish. 

Volunteers like Sierra- 
Perez are esscndal to die 
Red Cross because the 
majority of die organiza- 
tion’s work is done by vol- 
unteers, said Susan 
Everley, Red Cross youdi 
safety manager. “People 
who can give in so many 




photo provided by Tat|ana Alvegaard 

Sierra-Perez receives her award from Vaughn 
Cornish, 1997 Chairman of the Board for the 
Greater Kansas City Red Cross. 



areas are unique. Not 
only is Alba qualified in 
many areas, but her abili- 
ty to reach die Spanish- 
speaking population is 
also really important to 
us.” 

Sierra-Perez actually 
started her volunteer 
career in her native 
Guatemala. 

She frequendy traveled 
into the mountains with 
her aunt, a doctor, to treat 
people in remote vil- 
lages. 

“I was exposed to a lot 
of nursing procedures 
because even diougli she 
was a doctor, she was 
doing everything,” 
Sierra-Perez said. 

Susan Fctscli, chair of 
the Department of 
Nursing, said the Red 
Cross recognition for 



Sierra-Perez’ volunteer work is 
well deserved. 

“Il is indicauve of her compas- 
sion for and commitment to 
odiers,” she said. “The faculty 
and I are delighted to have such 
an individual representing nurs- 
ing and Avila.” 

Fetsch noted dial nursing is a 
very dme-consuming program, 
combining classroom experi- 
ence with clinical practice. 
“The fact dial she’s been able to 
balance dial with her volunteer 
work is admirable,” she said. 

Sierra-Perez goes back home 
to Guatemala to volunteer in die 
summer, and she plans eventu- 
ally to go home for good. 

But die memory of the eardi- 
quake will always remind her to 
volunteer. 

“There is no money in the 
world diat can give you dial sat- 
isfaction," Sierra-Perez said. 
“It’s like food for the soul.” 



Ash Wednesday Celebration 
The Ash Wednesday Celebration 
will take place in the Chapel on 
Wednesday, March 25 at Noon. 
ALL ARE WELCOM E TO ATTEN D 




Wellness, Recreation & Intramural Activities 

*Frec to all Avila students, faculty, 
staff and their families* 

Step Aerobics Classes: Six week session; Feb. 2- 
March 9, 1998. 

Mon &Tues- 3:30-4:30 p.m. 

Tues.- 9-10 p.m. 

Wed. -7-8 p.m. 

T’Al CHI CH’UAN CLASSES: Four week session; 
Feb. 9 - March 2, 1998 
Mon. & Wed. 2-3 p.m. 

Taught by Mike Kahn, Avila student 

Wear hose fitting, comfortable chthes & shoes. 
Classes held in the Dance Studio, Room 4 17 (lower 
level of Carondelet Hall) 

Call X 226 8 for more infommion 

Wellness for your mind and body! 



Have Fun 

the nARHYre WAY! 



Darryl’s 1S65 is SEARCHING FOR 

EXCIT1H6, EHERf® 

lit! Servers (Oflb 



Flenble Stkediles Heilti Plu 

Dlscuiils Sports Teams 

treat Co-Worien 

\pph ia Pitsod at Darryl’s 1S63 •Afir Bmmrr Hall 
9*21 1 Hillcresl Road 966-IS65 



GREAT JOB! 

College student needed for after 
school transportation of 13 year 
old boy. Easy money with good 
pay starting at $5.25 an hour. 
Responsibilities include moni- 
toring of homework and trans- 
portation to activities. Vicinity 
of Ward Parkway and Gregory. 
Call Lilli at 842-0202 for infor- 
mation. 



STUDENT WORK 

up lo $10.45 

ENTRY LEVEL POSITIONS FULL & 
PART TIME 

ELEXIBLE SCHEDULES NO EXP. NEC 
ESSARY 

TRAINING PROVIDED 
ALL MAJORS MAY APPLY 
A.A.S.P. SCHOLARSHIP COND. APPLY 
GREAT RESUME EXPERIENCE 

POSITIONS BEING FILLED 
IMMEDIATELY! 

(913) 381-9675 
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International Student 

Spotlight 

An Avila “Football” Player 



bv LAURA K. HARRIS 



Editor-in-Chief 

Avila lias a former profes- 
sional athlete on campus. 
Robbie Davies, a junior mar- 
keting major 
from South 
Wales, played 
squash at home. 

He was playing 
semi -pro I'es- 
sional, and com- 
peted in the 
European and 
World f 
Championships. I j 
He was on the . t 
Junior and j 
Senior National || 

Team. Davies was getting paid 
well, with a season lasting only 
a few weeks a year. But then, 
he injured his back. 

After the back injury, Davies 
had to be out of training for six 
months. Squash is a very 
physical sport that puts a great 
deal of strain on the back, It 
was time for a new pathway. 

Davies came to America 
because of the economic situa- 
tion in Wales. The jobs here 
are belter, and so is the pay. He 
decided that an American 
degree would probably lead to 
better paying job. He also 
joined the Avila Eagles’ Men’s 
Soccer team and became part 
of llie team's backbone. 

Davies originally planned to 
attend school in Evansville, 
Ind. But then he realized how 
different American and Welsh 
schools are. 

“At home, if you are accepted 
to a university, the government 
pays your tuition and fees. It 
came as quite a shock that you 
had to pay in America." Davies 
said. After talking to his father, 
Davies realized (hat he needed 
to find another way to pay lor 
his tuition. He then decided it 
was time to start playing soc- 
cer again. 

Davies father is a talented 
soccer coach, who comes to 
Avila to coach in the summer. 
Robbie’s 18 year-old brother 
plays pro-soccer in Wales, The 
talent seems to be in die genes. 
Although Davies had not 
played soccer since he was 13, 
the sport came back to him just 
like riding a bike. 

He came to Avila and prac- 
ueed widi die soccer team for a 
few days. Avila’s coach 




planned on telling the 
Evansville team about Davies, 
but Avila also decided to offer 
him a scholarship. The deci- 
sion was made. Davies would 
come to Avila. 

Davies 
would love 
to eventual- 
ly play pro- 
fessional 
soccer. He 
knows that 
while dieie 
is a chance 
for him to 
play in 
^America, 
c there is not 
jin Wales. 
“The standard over there is 
about 100 dines more dian it is 
here. Soccer in Wales is like 
football, baseball and 
American soccer all combined. 
The intensity level is so much 
greater,” Davies said. 

Davies enjoys soccer out 
here, and he even finds it a lit- 
tle easier because of die lower 
intensity level. 

Davies loves being at Avila. 
He said diat he feels this is 
where he needs to be. He 
enjoys spending dme widi his 
girlfriend Maria, whom he lias 
been with for two years. 
Because of his devodon to her 
and how much he likes being 
in America, he plans to stay 
here. 

Davies feels dial coming to 
America was a great tiling for 
him. Aldiough he misses his 
parents and his two brodiers, 
he feels it was die best diing to 
do. “I experienced the break- 
ing away from my family. 1 
love my family and all, but I 
diink it is very important to 
kinda break away,” Davies 
said. 

Davies goes home an average 
of once a year, and his parents 
come out in the summer time. 
Davies is die middle child; his 
older brother is a financial 
adviser who is very successful 
at the early age of 24. 

For now, however, Davies 
has found his niche in Kansas 
City quite well. He attends 
school and plays soccer at 
Avila, and coaches teams and 
leagues in Missouri and 
Kansas. He is making strides 
to ensure his happiness here. 



Ash Wednesday Approaches 



by LAURA VORHIKS 

Contributing Writer 

As we are approaching Ash 
Wednesday, the Campus 
Ministry Team feels it will be 
helpful to understand the mean- 
ing attached to this day. For 
Cadiolics, die ashes have two 
very different meanings. The 
ashes me supposed to have a 
sacred character and power; 
however, diey also represent 
our morality. 



In die Ash Wednesday service, 
the first prayer of die blessings 
gives die ashes sacred character 
as sacrcmentals for die healing 
from sin. The odicr three 
prayers are used as tools to 
express the symbolism of 
immortality. 

Avila’s celebration of Ash 
Wednesday will take place on 
March 25. The celebration 
takes place at noon in the 
chapel, and all are welcome to 
attend. 



Medea: The Story Was Then. 
The Time Is Now-in Goppert 



by GINNY GOEBEL 

News Editor 

“Halfway dirough rehearsals 
for Medea and things are 
already starting to fill in,” 
junior diealer major Jen Kiple 
said. 

Medea is a 5di century 
B.C. play created by 
Euripides about a barbar- 
ian princess named Medea, 
played by Sayra Player. 
Medea has magic powers 
and charm which she uses 
to please Jason, die Greek 
mail she has fallen in love 
with, played by Chris 
Holler. She is considered a 
witch by her society and is not 
accepted by them, and Jason 
uses this as his excuse when lie 
leaves her for a younger, more 
beautiful woman. Jen Kiple 
accompanies Medea as The 
Nurse. Kiple is a slave who 
raised Medea aid serves as a 
source of support. 

“This is die best role I have 
ever had,” Player said. “I love 
Medea because she is a power- 
ful woman who knows what she 
wants out of life.” 



Medea in its original form is 
more of a musical, but in diis 
performance it will be given 
simpler dialogue to help die 
play run more smoodily and be 
more understandable for 
patrons. 

"I love Medea because 
she is a powerful 
woman who knows 
what she wants out of 

I ifd n 

* ■ ' v;* Sayra Player on her 

character 

The scene has also been 
changed to make it not as sym- 
metrical; diere will be some 
broken columns and die mast of 
die ship dial has fallen over, to 
bring in a non-traditional look. 

The use of masks will also 
have a different lake; instead of 
a full mask actors will wear a 
fourdi so dial die audience can 
see die human side from some 
profiles and die full view from 
odiers. 

“To my knowledge diis is die 
first dme we have done a Greek 



play,” director Charlene Gould 
said. “We try to have a nice mix 
of styles so dial not only will 
our patrons have different 
choices but to help our students 
to be ready for graduate 
school.” 

Euripides is known 
for being a visionary 
and his work clearly 
shows this in Medea 
widi the main charac- 
ter being a strong 
woman. 

“He tries to explain 
why women often do 
things in passion 
instead of in reason,” 
Gould said. “It is stunning in 
how much dme lias passed but 
nodiing has changed.” 

The Saturday performance 
proceeds will be donated to die 
Women’s Studies program. All 
students and faculty still are not 
charged but donations are wel- 
come. There will also be a dis- 
cussion direedy following die 
play in Goppert lobby. 

“We try to do plays dial give a 
good representation of women 
and this play was kept in mind 
to get us more involved,” Gould 
said. 



Avila Theater Graduate to Appear in 
Missouri Rep Performance 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Edilor-in-Chief 

A talented Avila graduate has 
landed a role at die Missouri 
Repertory Theater, on the 
University of Missouri at 
Kansas City campus. Danielle 
Trovato, class of 1996, is 
preparing to tread die boards in 
Shakespeare’s Comedy of 
Errors. 

Trovato graduated with a 
Bachelor’s of Fine Arts Degree. 
She has often been described as 
a vivacious student who was a 
major foundation of die diealer 
program and a resident assis- 
tant. Trovato returned to die 
Avila stage in November for die 
production of Broadway 
Babies. She sang “Send in die 
Clowns” and received several 
encores. 

However, Trovato had a few 
pit slops on her journey to The 
Rep. Immediately after gradua- 
tion, she began working at The 
Unicom Theater as a produc- 
tion assistant. Trovato remained 
diere for a year, at which dme 
she learned a great deal to pre- 
pare for her craft by working 
widi, watching and assisting 
actors. 

“Robert Foulk, an Avila 
instructor, encouraged me to 
take die job so I could make 
contacts and learn,” Trovato 
said. 

Trovato feels confident dial 
die training she received at 
Avila has prepared her for die 
“real world.” 

“Robert Foulk has great con- 
nections, and he has really 
helped me out a lot,” Trovato 




photo courtesy Kate Lynn Egan 

Trovato in her cap and gown in 1996. She will represent Avila in 
Shakespeare's Comedy of Errors at The Missouri Repertory 
Theatre. 



stressed. She is grateful to 
Foulk for diis advice and help 
in making contacts to better 
prepare her for die professional 
world. 

However, Comedy of Errors is 
not Trovato’s first jump back 
into acbng. She also had a role 
in die Kansas City Civic Opera. 
But now, all her attention is 
focused on diis show. 

“It’s really different from 
Avila. We rehearse six days a 
week, with only Mondays off. 
We rehearse from 1:30-5:00 
p.m. and then from 7:00-11:00 
p.m„ You really have to learn to 
manage your time well,” 
Trovato said. 

Her role is one of die citizens, 
and she has been pegged 
“Market Lady.” The director 
wrote in diis role and Trovato 
says she loves it. “I tried to be 
really well prepared by being 
familiar with die show, but 



since my role was written in, 
diat was hard. However, I’m 
also an understudy so that 
preparation helped me,” 
Trovato said. 

After Comedy of Errors is a 
fading memory, Trovato plans 
to move to Minneapolis. She is 
going to stay widi dieater, going 
to auditions while she most 
likely prepares to pursue gradu- 
ate school. 

Trovato is a true success story 
of Avila College’s Theater pro- 
gram. She is supporting herself 
doing what she loves. Her final 
piece of advice for those 
preparing to follow in her foot- 
steps? 

“Be prepared to have to hike 
odier avenues, to have less 
money and have dungs be more 
difficult dian they were in col- 
lege. There is a lot more to 
think about. Just be prepared to 
work at it,” Trovato said. 
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Opinions Editor 



Not long after her election Lhe 
call came. At 1:30 in the morn- 
ing, her first thought was some- 
thing had happened to one of 
her children. The caller asked if 
she knew who he was. She did 
not. The caller then identified 
himself as Klansman number 
600. 

Two hundred miles south of 
Avila lies Springfield, Mo., a 
community of about 166,000. 
Of that 166,000, four percent 
(7000 people) tire African 
American. Carolyn Moncrief, 
an African American, has lived 
in Springfield for 20 years. 
Moncrief sells real estate, and 
has been married for 32 years 
with four grown sons. For die 
past 1 1 years, Moncrief’ s 
involvement with the NAACP 
(National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored Peo- 
ple) has been both rewarding 
and fearful. During a phone 
interview from her Springfield 
home, Moncrief told a chilling 
tale of the constant, hateful 
harassment she endured during 
her tenure. 



As a child, Moncrief remem- 
bers her parents belonging to 
die NAACP. As an adult, she 
too wanted to become involved. 
“I felt I should give back to the 
community. And I wanted to 
gel my kids involved,” Mon- 
crief said. In addition to serving 
as die NAACP stale secretary, 
she also served as die second 
vice president for die local 
chapter. It seemed natural when 
the local president’s position 
became vacant, Moncrief 
would make chapter history as 
die first woman to serve as 
president. Moncrief was re- 
elected to two more terms and 
1998 marks the first year in 
eight dial Moncrief will not 
serve as an officer of die local 
chapter. 

Contact widi die Ku Klux 
Klan began almost immediate- 
ly. ”1 started getting the calls 
first.” Moncrief said. Klansman 



600 called Moncrief widi such 
regularity she soon could recog- 
nize his voice. “He was always 
very polite, and would call me 
Mrs. Moncrief. At first he want- 
ed to know if die Klan and die 
NAACP could come to an 
understanding, because he did 
not get along widi die past pres- 
idents. He was never very clear 
about what kind of understand- 
ing we should come to.” 
Klansman 600 called Moncrief 
nearly every week widi ques- 
tions about landlord and tenant 
rights. He called to report when 
he was fired. Moncrief investi- 
gated his job difficulties, and 
called his fomicr employers. 
“Klansman 600 had been fired 
from a cab company because he 
refused to pick up black people. 
He was fired from a restaurant 
because he would hand out 
Klan literature to customers.” 
Moncrief said. 

Moncrief believes these calls 
were calculated maneuvers to 
continually alert her of the 
Klan’s presence and attempt to 
control her with fear. While 
Moncrief was not deterred from 
her commitment to the 
NAACP, it was mainly out of 
fear she never wavered in 
showing the Klansman kind- 
ness. “Whenever he called, 1 
always gave him any job open- 
ings and housing information 
that I had. I figured if he got a 
job and a place to slay, he 
would get off my back,” she 
said. 

Moncrief also heard from 
Klansmen around (lie country. 
An individual identifying him- 
self as the Grand Dragon of the 



Knights of Klan called Mon- 
crief to invite her to speak about 
properly values at a Klan rally 
in Paducah, Ky. Moncrief 
declined. 

The Ku Klux Klan did not 
limit the harassment to the 
phone. Moncrief was barraged 
with mail. In addition to receiv- 
ing a “complimentary” sub- 
scription to a racist publication, 
The Truth at Lust, she received: 
articles focusing on African 
Americans accused of crimes, 
pictures of multi-racial couples, 
pages tom from a Bible with 
highlighted scripture mention- 
ing slaves and dictionary pages 
with the definitions of deroga- 
tory words highlighted. Racial 
epithets adorned till correspon- 
dence. 

Perhaps the most frightening 
mail Moncrief received were 
the letters. Threatening letters 
were carefully constructed by 
piecing together sentences 
using words cut out of books 
and dictionaries and pasted on 
paper. The contents are too vile 
to be reprinted here. “It got to 
the point where my mail carrier 
could identify those letters," 
Moncrief said. The police 
would come and confiscate the 
letters with the hope of identify- 
ing fingerprints. According to 
Moncrief, the police were never 



able to lift any fingerprints from 
the letters. 

The Klan was not the only one 
trying to sabotage Moncrief s 
work. After till of the NAACP 
members received their infor- 
mational mailings a month late, 
or not at all, Moncrief began to 
suspect trouble til the post 
office. Not until she received 
mail from the national NAACP 
office opened, with checks and 
contents missing, did she com- 
plain. 

Despite her complaints, four 
postmasters in 18 months 
denied the possibility of 
employee mail tampering. 
“They all just said that there 
w'as no way that the problem 
could be at the post office,” 
Moncrief said. 

One might wonder why an 
individual, leading a positive 
and productive life, would con- 
tinue to serve her community 
when surrounded by the antipa- 
thy of the most malevolent of 
its citizens. Moncrief could not 
imagine doing anything else. 
“That was just llie bad side to 
it,” she said. “There was an up 
side. The NAACP does so 
many wonderful tilings in the 
community. We raise scholar- 
ship money for kids’ education, 
we sponsor job fairs, and we 
support people in their efforts to 
defend their civil rights.” 

Today, Moncrief remains an 
active member of the NAACP. 
Expanding on her leadership 
skills, Moncrief has recently 
been appointed to serve as the 
Missouri Shite Coordinator for 
the National Organization of 
Women (NOW). In 1996, Mon- 
crief received the Springfield 
chapter of NOW’s Woman of 
die Year award. She does not 
hear from the Klan anymore, 
but she will never forget they 
arc there. 
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Carter G. Woodson 
established Black History 
week in 1926. It was 
held during the second 
week in February, 
commemorating the death 
of Fredrick Douglas and 
Abraham Lincoln’s birth- 
day as well as black his- 
tory in general. Black 
History Week was 
changed to Black History 
Month in the 1960s dur- 
ing the Civil Rights 
movement. 



I promise to live my life fully, with honor, 
dignity, courage and self respect... 

w ith respect for my family, my community 
and my country... 

T o show compassion for those less fortunate 
than I... 

F or this is the very spirit, and soul of the 
African-Americans... 

T herefore; on this day, in this place and at 
this time, 

1 make this solemn pledge . 



Carolyn Moncricf, president of the 
Springfield, Mo. chapter of the 
NAACP, was a popular target of the 
Ku Klux Klan during her service. 

photo courtesy Carolyn Moncrief 



Black History Poetry Night Open Mike 

Anyone can speak the words of black poetry at Avila College. 

Open to all high school and college students. 

You can speak on anything dealing with African-American history or just 

come hear some black poetry. 

This open mike night will he held on Feb. 20, 1998. 

The time will he from 8pm until 10:30pm. 

For more information call Blake Fry at 942-8400 ext. 2226 or Had ith Zalzala 

at 943-5251 

Open mike night will be held at Avila College 11901 Wornall Rd. 
Kansas City in the Marian Center Snack Bar. 



Graphic photos used on this spread were taken 
from die book Labor of Love, Labor of Sorrow 
by Jacqueline Jones and from World History 
by Duiker and Spielvogel. Vol. 11. 
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Pre-season 

Preparation 



Defense is not the only 
strength Avila will capitalize 
on, as both speed and hitting are 
keys to conference success. 
Senior third baseman Kcri 
Shoff led the team in stolen 
base percentage with a perfect 
.10 out of 

s working 

5 5 ° plans to 

c o n t i n u e 
the streak. 

•Dennis Gault , 

With a 

busy schedule, including a 
spring break tournament in 
Florida, the Eagles have a large 
task ahead of them. New Head 
Coach Dennis Gault, a ‘97 
assistant, already has his crew 
preparing for the competition 
that lies ahead. 

“Everybody is working really 
hard, we have a good chance to 
challenge the conference for top 
billing,” Gault said. 

Pre-season preparation will 
soon be a tiling of die past, as 
Avila takes the field in late Feb- 
ruary. According to freshmen 
Tiffany King and Becky 
Osborne, however, they arc not 
just out there for fun. “Every- 
one is there to win.” 
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this year's softball squad is 
anned and dangerous. 

The Lady Eagles first pitch 
will be fired Feb. 22 at William 
Woods College in Fulton, Mo. 
Although not a Midland Colle- 
giate Athletic Conference 
(MCAC) game, the competition 
promises to be tough and the 
rivalry deep. 

Last year's team was plagued 
with a shortage in the pitching 
department, but managed to 
prevail to a 16-10 record with 
replacements getting the job 
done. Five talented arms will 
till dial void on the mound in 
'98 and allow other individuals 
die opportunity to play their 
respective positions. 



Players from the Avila and Rockhurst men's basketball teams wait for a rebound after Mike 
Hopkins' free throw shot. 

photo by Seth Boyer 



60 hits and 43 RBIs for die 
year. Bob Huber, sophomore, 
returns to die pitching staff as 
the 1997 MCAC pitcher of die 
year widi a 6-0 record and 3.76 
ERA. 

This year’s team has high 
expectations and goals for diis 
season. 

The main one is to achieve 
good unity among each odier 
and make it to regionals with 
the intention of winning the 
Collegiate World Series. 

They also have a set goal of 
winning 60 games diis year 
compared to last year’s record 
of 37-22, 

Assistant coach and head of 
pitching Carl Willingham said. 
“Our men must stay focused 
every practice and every game 
and build confidence in them- 
selves ;uul one another, because 
we have an enormous amount 
of talent to have a successful 
season.” 

The team has been practicing 
daily, e idler in die gym or, 
when the weaLher has been 
warm, scrimmaging out on die 
field. 



The players seem to be enjoy- 
ing themselves and have set 
high standards to achieve their 
individual and learn goals as a 
whole. 

Sophomore catcher Ryan 
Bradbcrry said “1 want to do 
one or two things each game to 
help us as a team win. But indi- 
vidual goals should all end up 
with a team focus.” 
Improvements from last year's 
season should he winning close 
games and, when having die 
chance, bury teams that they 
should beat. 

Head Coach Jim Huber has a 
good outhxik for the season, 
“We have a strong pitching 
staff, outstanding defensive and 
offensive players that can make 
it all happen, but it is all in dieir 
hearts and they have to have the 
love for die game and 1 believe 
that my players have this., it 
should be a great season!” 

The Eagles open up their sea- 
son on Feb. 20 against South- 
west Baptist University, and 
dieir first home game is on Feb. 
26 against Lincoln University. 



On Sunday, Jan. 18, 49 anx- 
ious baseball players gadiered 
in die Mabee Fieldhouse for die 
day they have been preparing 
themselves for all winter, die 
first day of baseball practice. It 
is die beginning of a time-con- 
suming, intense, exciting, and 
determined season. 

This year’s team consists of 28 
new players that arc either 
freshmen or transfers. The big 
issue for diis year's team will 
be die quality of leadership and 
players taking die initiative to 
step up to die task. Some key 
players returning from last 
year’s 1997 team are senior first 
baseman Dave Shellcr, who led 
die team last year widi a .439 
batting average, along with 
being second on die team widi 
58 hits and 39 RBIs. Shelter 
also finished on top widi six 
home runs for the season. 

Anodier productive player 
from last year is junior diird 
baseman Mike Straalmann, 
who led the team last year widi 
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TOP: Senior Delaina Renfo shows her agility with a power 
jump before firing a shot. 



RIGHT: The faces of the Avila Lady Eagles basketball team 
make it clear that Renfro hit. her mark for two points against 
William Woods University. 
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Sophomore Kari Donnell protects the ball from a Williams Woods University opponent as she 
prepares to make her break down the court. 



by BRAD QUICK 

Staff Writer 

In the honorable and historical 
tradition of Shakespeare, Poe, 
and Whitlock, I present this 
semester’s first increment of 
Quickbiles, die column read 
around die world (okay, maybe 
a few people on campus read it) 
for its informadvc text and its 
subjective opinions. This 
issue’s challenge could be none 
odier dian diat of a lixik at die 
present day status of Kansas 
City’s sports scene. 

Are our sports teams in need 
of emergency care or are diey 
on die road to recovery? The 
anlicipadon of a Super Bowl 
fell to disappointment, die top 
teams in their respective 
leagues (Blades and Wiz) 
crumpled in the post-season, 
and die eagerness of a youdi 
movement at die “K” grew very 
elderly over die summer 
mondis. AH of these collapses 



sent many Kansas City sports 
fans, myself included, to 
Kelly’s, Fuzzy’s, and the casi- 
nos to drown dieir sorrow in 
beer and debt. 

However, as you take a look 
back at die past year, 1 ask, do 
we really have diat much to 
complain about? Compared to 
other cides our size we domi- 
nate die turf, grass, ice and 
hardwood (not to menuon some 
of our local chess teams). The 
Chiefs, ring or not, have been 
die most consistent team of die 
’90s. And die future looks better 
dian ever (as usual). The Wiz 
has been die best team in die 
MLS die past two seasons, and 
are only a handful of teams dial 
are turning a profit. 

The Blades have recently 
brought home championships in 
dieir league. Oh yeah, and die 
Royals are still playing, aren’t 
diey? No, really, it hasn’t been 
that many years since the 
expansion Royals were consis- 



The Shape 
of KC Sports 

tendy die best team to hike die 
field. All diis and I haven’t 
even mentioned dial less than 
30 miles from here, year in and 
year out we have die best col- 
lege basketball team in die 
nation from October to Febru- 
ary (March is usually not a 
month Kansas looks forward 
to!). 

What I’m trying to get out to 
you is dial you should feel for- 
tunate dial every year we can 
look forward to cheering on 
consistent teams dial can com- 
pete widi die big market cities 
such as L.A., Chicago, and 
N.Y., Kansas City fans should- 
n’t worry; die Chiefs will be 
your next world champion, and 
die Royals will turn dieir orga- 
nization around as soon as 
George gets in die front office. 
And so, 1 will leave you now 
with the following images 
dancing in your head: spring 
training, NFL Draft, and March 
Madness. 



everybody diat we can play 
widi anybody,” Glasgow said. 
“The more confidence we can 
build up die better we will play 
when it comes time for die con- 
ference tournament.” 

“It’s dme we showed people 
that we can come out and 
smoke everyone in our confer- 
ence,” junior Kyle Henage said. 
“I believe we can win and 1 
guess we’ll just have to go out 
and prove it.” 

The conference tournament 
starts Feb. 24 and lasts until die 
Eagles are eliminated. If diey 
win the tournament diey will go 
on to play in nadonals. 

"If diere is one diing we can 
do it is to win our conference 
tournament, and we are going 
to win diem,” Mudgc said. 



Conference Bound 
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Senior Stacy Clark is in die lop 
ranks in die conference as well, 
leading die league in direc- 
point percentage at .410 and in 
free throw percentage at .829, 
Clark alone stands ninth in 
leading scores widi 12.24 
points per game, and eighth in 
steals widi two per game. 

In order for die Eagles to win 
die MCAC conference and go 
on to nationals diey have one 
team diat stands in dieir way: 
the College of the Ozarks. 
They have been Avila’s arch 
rival over die years and have 
knocked out Avila in the 
MCAC tournament in previous 
years. 

“If we can compete well widi 
diem, we will do well in die 
conference tournament,” 
sophomore Kari Donnell said. 
“We have come a long way the 
past few mondis and are play- 
ing tremendous basketball as a 
team. We just need to rise to die 
challenge and step up to prove 
we arc die belter team.” 

The Lady Eagles have three 
conference home games die 
remainder of die season: St. 
Mary’s on Feb. 13, Kansas 
Newman on Feb. 20 and York 
College on Feb. 21. 

The MCAC tournament begins 
on Feb. 24 and continues 
through Feb. 28. 



Mens Basketball 
Strives for Unity 



Isaiah Hultman ranks fifth, 
averaging 15.5 points per game. 
Junior Bob Turner is nindi widi 
an average of 12.8 points per 
game, and 10th is Mudge, who 
averages 12.4 points per game. 
In average rebounds per game 
junior Mike Hopkins is ranked 
seventh with 6.1 rebounds per 
game. In steal percentage Hult- 
man ranks first averaging 2.6 
steals per game, Turner is third 
with 2.2 steals per game, and 
sophomore Ryan Glasgow is 
nindi widi 1.8 steals per game. 

The Eagles will finish die sea- 
son widi home games on Feb. 
20 against Bellevue University 
and Feb. 21 against York Col- 
lege. 

“It’s very important for us to 
come out mid play as a team for 
die next couple of weeks 
because we want to show 



by JOY JACOBS 

Sports Editor 



As die 1997-98 women’s bas- 
ketball season comes to an end, 
die Lady Eagles have one thing 
on dieir mind. ..winning the 
MCAC conference. 

At die beginning of the season, 
die team set dieir number one 
goal as winning die conference 
this year. They seem to be 
working harder and harder each 
game to accomplish diis goal. 

“We feel diat we are getting 
belter widi each game but in 
order to win die conference we 
must improve on our offense, 
defense, cut down on turnovers, 
mid make die key plays during 
crunch time,” senior guard 
Delaina Renfro said. 

The Eagles have many players 
in die lop 10 of die MCAC sta- 
lisdcs. Senior Jessica Pankey is 
lourdi in die league for average 
points per game w’idi 13.88 and 
field goal percentage at .525 per 
game. Pankey is also diird in 
die league for rebounds averag- 
ing 8.29 per gmne. 

Sophomore Kari Donnell is in 
die lop as well being third in die 
league for assists with 8.29 per 
game, fifdi in free dirow per- 
centage at .727, sixdi in field 
gold percentage at .454, mid 
seventh in steals averaging 2.06 
per game. 



by AMANDA NKDklJD 

Staff Writer 



The Avila Eagles men’s bas- 
ketball team has had its ups and 
downs diis season. The players 
started out die season widi high 
expectadons and have not quite 
reached diem yet. 

“We have a good team and 
we’ve played hard all season 
long,” junior guard Danny 
Mudge said. “We’ve just 
come up short mid have had a 
few setbacks diat have hurt us 
along die way.” 

The Eagles currently hold a 
record of 4-16 and a Midlands 
Collegiate Adilelic Conference 
record of 2-3. 

The Eagles also have many 
players in die top 10 of many 
offensive categories. 

In average points, sophomore 



Mike Hopkins helps out with a free throw against Rockhurst 
College. Rockhurst came back to dominate the Eagles. 






1 0 The Talon, February 12 1998 



Reflections from the Editor: 

What do you want for your birthday? 



Opinion 



Cat Killing for Fun? 



Iiy LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor in Chief 

had the best T 'J 
and worst, VW' / / jf 
and it hap- j ^ ^ f r, 
pcned in the 
same year. 

Last year my dad went into 
the Intensive Care Unit the day 
before my 21st birthday. He 
was put on a ventilator and 
sedated. 

My family and I went home 
to get some sleep with the 
promise dial we would be 
ealled if anything happened. 

The next morning Mom and I 
arrived at Menorah Hospital 
and were told that Dad had a 
peaceful night (he was very 
agitated when the ventilator 
was inserted). The doctor came 
in to examine him, and we fol- 
lowed to see Ihe status of the 
day. It soon became apparent 
dial all was not well. Dad did- 
n't wake up. 

I spent die remainder of die 
day sitting in die waidng room 
crying on my best friend’s 
shoulder and then going into 
my Dad’s room. 

1 would stand over his bed 
saying, “Daddy, it's me. Please 
wake up. It’s my birthday. You 
have to wake up and tell me 
Happy Birthday.” 

My mom stood on die odier 
side of die bed, holding his 



odier hand and talking. “Don, 
it’s time to wake up. It’s 
Laura's birthday. Remember 
when we brought her home 
from the hospital? She was 
such a beautiful baby; remem- 
ber how scared we were? Don, 
it’s time to wake up and tell her 
how scared we were.” 

When Mom or I would break 
down, Father Schullc would 
take a turn. “Hey, Don, come 
on now. It’s Laura’s hirdiday. 
You can’t do diis today. 

You’ve got to wake up; you 
have to gel out of here and buy 
her a drink.” 

It w;ts die worst day of my 
life. I knew my father was 
dying, but some selfish part of 
myself just refused to let him 
go dial day. 

I went home to shower and 
change. As I stood trying des- 
perately to compose myself and 
be strong, die phone rang. I 
held my breadi as I picked it 
up. preparing myself for the 
worst. 

“NO! Not today ;uid not with- 
oul me! You can’t do diis to 
me!” 1 silently screamed to my 
lather as I picked up the phone. 

It was my brother. “Hey, get 
back here. Guess who woke 
up,” he said. 

It was die best day of my life. 
Four days later, my ladier 
died. But he refused to die on 
my birthday. He refused to do 
dial to his baby girl. It was the 
greatest gill my ladier ever 
gave me. 

So please, do not ask me what 
1 want for my hirdiday. 

I already got it. 



THE TALON 



Laura K. Harris Edilor-in-Chief 

Ginny Goebel News Editor 

Joy Jacobs Sports Editor 

Jessica Brice Producdon Manager 

Mary Lopez Producdon Assistant 

Terri Stubblefield Opinions Editor 

Ben Henry Copy Editor 

Brian Stuckey Chief Photographer 

Scdi Boyer Photographer 

Josh Simpson Cartoonist 

Alycia Bell Advertising Coordinator 

Tim Coleman, Lynn Brown-Quick, Thcrcse Cox, Kari Donnell, 
Lori Gibson, Ryan Glasgow, Amanda Nedrud, Lisa Poulin, Brad 
Quick, Laura Vorhics ....Writers 
Steve Iliff Adviser 



Editorial Policy 

llie Talon is pnxluced by die students in Avila College’s jour- 
nalism practicum classes and odier student contributors. Opinions 
expressed are diose of the writer and do not necessarily rellecl 
those of The Talon staff or the trustees, administration, faculty or 
staff of die college. 

The Talon encourages letters to the editor. Letters should be 
typed and must include writer’s signature, name, address and tele- 
phone number for vcrificadon. Letters can be mailed to The Talon 
Editor, Avila College, 1 1901 Wornall Rd., Kansas City, Mo. 
64145, or may be brought to The Talon mailbox in Dallavis 
Center. Letters may also be submitted via e-mail at 
Talon@mail.avila.edu or you may leave a message on voice mail 
at 942-8400, extension 3253. 

Please keep letters to 300 words or less. The Talon reserves die 
right to edit letters for reason of space, clarity or inappropriate lan- 
guage. The writer’s name will accompany all published letters. 



by TERRI STUBBLEFIELD 

Opinions Editor 

In case you missed die 
update, the two 1 8-ycar-old 
men who were convicted of 
breaking into an Iowa animal 
shelter and, using baseball 
bats, bludgeoning 16 cats to 
deadi while cridcally injuring 7 
odiers, were sentenced in 
December. 

A diird teen involved testified 
against his friends in exchange 
for a lesser sentence. 

Because die cat killers’ 
defense attorney successfully 
argued dial die cals were word) 
less dian S500 (required for a 
felony conviction), die jury 
found die two teens guilty on 
three misdemeanor counts of 
trespassing, breaking and 
entering tin animal facility, and 
damaging die facility. 

The cal killers received a sus- 
pended four year jail term, pro- 
bation, anger management 
therapy, and 23 days in jail. 
Amazingly, the 23 day jail 
lemi has appalled some com- 
munity members in Fairfield, 
Iowa, who, like die defense 
attorney, believed dial die boys 
did not deserve to spend one 
day in jail. 

“They are good boys who just 
made a mistake,” said die 
father of one. The defense told 
die jury die same diing. 

Al ter die lri;d, a juror was 
quoted in die Associated Press 
as saying dial, “It was a stupid 
mistake, but we’ve all killed 



“It was a stupid mistake, 
but we’ve all killed cats 
at one time or another...” 



cals at one lime or another 
when we were younger, you 
know, teased them, tormented 
them or kicked diem around. 

We (die jury) didn’t ever think 
die cats were wordi more dian 
$500, but we look die breaking 
and entering part seriously.” 
Now is it 

just me, or “Tf xxtcic ct 
does anyone 11 W<lS 3 

ehse think L) U t WcV( 
dial diere is 

a much big- a f- one tj m 
ger issue 

here dian 

breaking 
and entering? 

And while I am not an attor- 
ney and am unfamiliar with the 
legal definition of die word 
mistake, I cannot begin to 
imagine by what stretch of the 
imagination one would have to 
achieve in order to categorize 
using baseball bats to brutally 
beat domestic cats to deadi 
“just for the dirill of il” as a 
mistake. 

After die trial the prosecutor’s 
office reported that evidence 
one of die teens had killed and 
skinned his own modier’s cat 
only hours before die shelter 
killing spree had been sup- 
pressed. 

The jury also never saw any 
pictures of die blood splattered 
interior of the ihree story struc- 
ture nor heard testimony from 
die shelter’s owner who found 
die broken, battered bexlies. 

Based on what jurors and 
townsfolk told die media, 1 



don’t imagine the additional 
evidence would have made any 
difference. The consensus on 
one side of die debate is “dicy 
were just cats.” 

“I didn't know animals had 
rights,” said one resident. 
“That’s how 1 was raised. God 



ani- 

Or another...” " ,als 

Again, 

sakla .i un,r | unless 

die 

residents of Fairfield cal house 
pets, 1 fail to see die connec- 
tion. 

But dien, townspeople appar- 
ently fail lo see die connection 
between a person capable of 
killing a house pel and die like- 
lihood dial dial person may 
abuse or kill a human, when 
recent sociological research 
strongly suggests that there is a 
definite connection. 

The people versus animal 
debate is an old one, and it 
won’t be solved here, or soon 
for dial matter. 

But I would have to ask all 
those defending the cal killers, 
what does it say about a man 
whose idea of fun included tor- 
turing, tormenting, or bashing 
in (he skulls of small animals? 

Would you want your sister, 
daughter, or friend to date or 
marry a person who is capable 
of such sadistic, vicious vio- 
lence? 



Letters to the Editor 



Dear Editor 

I need to express my feelings 
about an incident dial occurred 
die other night and I guess this 
is die best way to do it. I am 
not a person who attends 
church on a regular basis. In 
fact, I hardly ever go to church. 
I do believe in a Supreme 
Being or a “God” as most peo- 
ple would call il, but most of 
die time I feel like 1 can com- 
municate widi Him just Fine 
widiout being in the church 
atmosphere. What happened 
die odier night basically 
affirmed diose feelings. 

I was having some pretty 
crazy problems dealing widi 
somediing. I felt die need to be 
in a church environment to try 
and somehow get closer to 
Him. 

I have been told during my 
four years at Avila dial when- 
ever I was in need, die church 
would be diere for me. The 
doors were always open. 



Having a church on campus 
for die student is somediing 
diat is stressed to all die fami- 
lies when diey are considering 
die school. 

The odier night around 11:15 
p.m., I needed die church. I 
went to bodi of die doors and 
found diem locked. A uny 
piece of paper taped to die 
dtxir said, “doorbell to die 
left.” I pressed die doorbell and 
sal down in die chair to wait. 
Ten minutes went by, and I 
decided to try again. 1 sat down 
and waited, emotions and 
dioughts slowly starting to 
build inside. Would God truly 
deny me in my time of need? 
Surely not. After 15 more min- 
utes of waiung I tried one last 
dme. Finally, I saw a figure on 
the other side of die door. She 
walked reluctandy towards me. 
She cracked die dtxir open. As 
I walked towards die dtxir she 
jerked it shut. 

I got her to open die dtxir 



again. I told her I was having 
some problems and that I need- 
ed to be in die church. She said 
it was loti late and 1 should 
have come earlier. 

It was like a brick had been 
dropped on my head. I had 
been denied by a church whose 
values are devoted lo helping 
all people; no matter what die 
problem. No matter what die 
dme. On top of die problems I 
already laid, I now had to deal 
widi die fact dial everydiing I 
had been told about die church 
at Avila College was only Uric 
if it was convenient for them, 
not me. 

I needed to have problems on 
dicir time, not mine. Is diis die 
type of church your parents 
diought diey’d be sending you 
to? Is diis die type of church 
you want to be there when you 
liave a problem? 

HOW WOULD YOU FEEL? 

Jason Neland 



The Talon welcomes letters to the Editor. Please send 

letters to: 

The Talon c/o Communication Program 
Dallavis Center 

The views expressed here do not necessarily reflect those 
of The Talon Editorial Board or Staff. 






Opinion 



The Talon, Febru ary 12, 1998 1 1 



The Joke’s On Who? Tearing Down 



compiled by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Edilor-in-Chief 

‘“I never, ever asked her to lie under deposition. 1 asked her to lie there in dial position!’” Conan 
O’Brien’s take on President's Clinton side, of the story. 

“The rabbi gave up his soul and went to this abominable place to cheek whether students from die 
seminary go diere.” A spokesperson from a Jewish seminar y in Jerusalem, explaining why their rabbi 
had been photographed in a nude bar, dressed as a cowbow 

“After 20 years of taking coke, it’s good to diink Pepsi,” Mick dagger, speaking at a Pepsi bottler's 
convention in Hawaii. 

“Look, I won! I'm back,” Bob Dole, a neighbor of Monica Lewinsky's at the Watergate Apartments, 
upon seeing the huge press stakeout Dole reportedly gave reporters his daily dozen donuts sent to 
him as part of his new contract as Dunkin ' Donuts spokesperson. 

“I'd radier have it hot poker in my eye dian have an airport named after him.” The National Air Traffic 
Controller’s Association ’s Randy Schwitx, on plans to rename Washington. !). C. \v National Airport 
after former president Ronald Reagan 

“Even if I did do this, it would have to have been because 1 loved her very much, right?” OJ. 
Simpson, in the February issue o/Esquirc magazine. 

“There’s no way we are going to lay down and die fora tape-delayed Nagano Olympics, which fea- 
tures such exciting sports as die luge.” Peter Roth, FOX Entertainment president, on plans to coun- 
terprogram CBS's Winter Olympics. 

In My Humble Opinion: 
The Skin We’re In 



by TIM COLEMAN the very worst m humans, and or a ma UiemaLical theorem v, 
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or a madiemalical Uicorcm we 
are introduced to in order to 
sharpen our problem-solving 
techniques. 

Instead it is a central aspect 
of die very context from which 
we interact from, and from 
which odier people relate to us. 
Its very presence is readily 
apparent from the basic sense 
of sight, and much of die world 
we have built around ourselves 
lias to deal with, or is a part of, 
who we see ourselves as - who 
wc identify with. 

“Our” people. It is ingrained 
in our environment, and here in 
die United Stales it finds atten- 
tion due to our own torrid 
laffair with die distinc- 



tttt ir | |1 illldll V> IUI UIC LUX 111 

ay witness to we touch on and explore uons between races; 

lerslanding dial . . n,, t ; „„i 



eloquent ideas as hate and dis- 
trust. 

Once again allowing die tide 
to dictate die course of the 
river; race, cdinicity, and gen- 
eral cultural confusion has 
spun around one more time 
and looks in for anodicr lynch- 
ing. 

What die n, you may tusk, is 
my point? Why, if I tun so 
aware of die self-defeating 
patterns, do I lug in widi my 
petty observadons? 

I do so here because of my 
belief dial our condnued mis- 
handling of die enure situation 
will lead to far worse circum- 
stances long before wc can 
know diat a person in life is 
indeed judged by die content 
of his or her character. 

In short, 1 believe diat die 
future provides more room for 



widi dial we could control die 
most; our words and acdons, 
leaving laws to guide and 
eventually punish if die indi- 
vidual’s will would not learn. 
So here wc are again, caught in 
celebradng a fraction of a cul- 
ture in die hopes dial it makes 
amends for the absence of sup- 
port and recognition on a daily 
basis. 

And it is here that wc must be 
aware die illusion of equality 
as presented and of its content 
- plagiarized from die imagina- 
uon. 

We touch on and explore die 
ideas of race, cdinicity, and 
culture in a climate unsuited to 
abstract ideas. 

A person’s genetic heriuige is 
not comparable to, say for 
instance, a planet we might 
study for limidess hypodicscs 



✓ So we have our prob- 

lems, and we have a 
OS. good idea front where 
; — dieir roots begin. 

But wc seem no closer to a 
solution. 

Avoiding, renaming, reshuf- 
fling, and generally misunder- 
standing each odier’s cultural, 
racial, and generic backgrounds 
in light of die ongoing, and 
growing, turbulent atmosphere 
is simply inadequate. 

We need to see that concen- 
trating on distinctions among 
ourselves has been intertwined 
widi die basic tenets of our 
belief system, and as such has 
found its scope to be so persua- 
sive in our history we consider 
it to be one of die greatest 
problems ever to be tackled by 
humanity. 

And how fitting since it is 
also die greatest problem ever 
to be created by humans. 

And it is here my fears of die 
future begin. 



Those Walls 



by LAURA K. HARRIS 

Editor- in-Chief 

For some reason, die topic of 
walls litis come up a great deal 
in my life lately. 

My mom is looking for a new 
house, and it’s very important 
to check die walls in the base- 
ment for cracks. If diere are 
cracks in the wall, our real 
estate agent says it is safe to 
assume die house has setded 
and shifted on the foundation. 

A friend of mine has been 
having problems with trust 
lately, and she explained to me 
dial trust is to a relationship 
what a strong foundation is to a 
house. Without that foundation 
or trust, die walls don’t go up 
straight. Which means dial die 
ceiling could slant and so on 
and so forth. 

I agree with diesc two things 
whole- 

heartedly. i Tear 

However, 

anodic, [tie Ot\ 

friend of 

waiis 
w,“ perman 



But if diis process is thwarted 
by taking into account die feel- 
ings of everyone around you, 
what growth can he had? Are 
you going through diis process 
so that odiers can see you a 
certain way, or because you 
owe it to yourself? 

I understand that it is often 
possible to inadvertently hurl 
people as you truly to discover 
who you are. And that is awful. 
It’s quite possibly die most 
horrible feeling and worst guilt 
you will ever have to deal 
with. 

But if you don’t go through 
this process, how can you ever 
truly love yourself? How can 
you love others? And how can 
others love you? 

They won’t sec die real you; 
die real person hiding inside, 
but it was never convenient for 
them to come out and make 

their press- 



or good uaniagi 

person for 

“tearing 

down his house.” It seems that 
he was advised by another peer 
dial you should only tear down 
one wall, not the entire house. 
The rationale behind this is 
dial tearing down die whole 
house could hurt people. 

Okay, so you are saying diat 
you should only tear down one 
wall so that the ceiling tiles can 
fall down and start hitting you 
on the head? This theory of file 
seems foreign to me, and as 
though you are not being hue 
to yourself if you subscribe to 
it. 

The Bible says that we should 
tear down our houses and 
rebuild, so that we may offer 
die newly “cleansed” house to 
God. Beyond diese dioughls, 
how about offering dial brand- 
spanking new house to your- 
self? 

1 always lived die belief dial 
you must take everything you 
have ever been taught and criti- 
cally examine it. Then, you 
must decide how you feel 
about it in your heart. 

Not how your mom, dad, 
priest, teacher, cousclcr, etc. 
told you to feel. What bodi 
your heart and your head tell 
you to feel. And only after you 
go through diis harrowing, 
hellish process, a belief or feel- 
ing can truly be your own. 



Tear down 
the other three 
walls before 
permanent brain 
damage is done. 



. known. 

r three Ami what 

a horrible 

•efore thought 

diat is. 

it brain , l,hink 

about my 

s done prcck,us 

^ U V7IIW. friend who 

vvas fold 

he was 

wrong for tearing down his 
walls. I know how much he 
hurt as he re-examined sacred 
beliefs held since childhood. I 
know how he cried when he 
came to die conclusion that he 
could not quietly let his own 
beliefs stand in the shadows 
because someone else wouldn’t 
like it. And I feel sorry for die 
person that told him not to tear 
down his walls. 

Think what would have hap- 
pened if the walls concerning 
public opinion of slavery had 
never been torn down. Or if no 
one had diought about die 
unfairness of the English and 
realized diey couldn’t just 
stand back idly, so they 
dumped tea into Boston 
Harbor. Imagine our country. 
Scary, isn't it? And so, tear 
down those walls. Get a bull- 
dozer if dial’s what it takes to 
do die job right. The only diing 
diat matters is if you are doing 
what you need to obtain full 
maturity. 

And for diose dial believe 
only one wall can be torn down 
at a rime, 1 diink die falling 
ceiling tiles have hit you once 
loo many rimes in die head. 
Tear down die odier dirce 
walls before permanent dam- 
age is done. 



Htijipy Valentines Day ! 





The Talon, February 12, 1998 
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predicted by GINNY GOKBKL 

News Editor 



The following should be read for entertainment value only. No truth is forecasted. The stars represent ratings for the 
month, with A * * * * representing a superior month. 

Aquas iu! <Jam« 20- Res. 1© *•*■*•* Keep your temper in control this month, as biting your tongue just 
might save you. You may need some time alone so grab some popcorn, a movie and take it easy. Your ideas will be 
racing so make sure to use them to your advantage; it is time to get ahead. Plan something different for that special 
someone. If single, don’t wait around; do something about it, make plans. 

ftUM <B»* 19-MAACH 20) *** Tilings arc a little uneasy this month so hold on to feelings a little longer. 
You are liable to see them in a different light. Money is looking good, so make sure to spend it wisely or you will be 
missing it soon. Time to get some work done, though it isn’t at the top of your list for excitement. You will be ahead 
of tire game and have more time to try new tilings. You two should stay home but make it special. If single, make it 
a night out with friends; you may see someone you had overlooked. 

AjUEl (MAAtH 21- Area 19) ^r^Timc to start saving that paycheck. There are a lot of things you will want 
and need soon. Everyone will come to you with their problems; just sit back and take what you can from them. Don’t 
worry, you don’t need to know all the answers. You tire going to have to make the plans or you both will be mad. 

If single, take a chance and ask that one you had your eye on. 

Taurus (Area 2 ©-May 20 ) ***** You can't hold back anymore. Someone has to share their feel- 
ings before it is too late. Money is good; keep in mind that gift for yourself. You deserve it. Work will slow down 
soon and things will be back to normal if that's the way you want them. Do yourself a favor and go out on a limb. A 
night out on tire town is what you both need. If single, see that new movie with your best bud. 

4mm (Mat 21- June 20) *** Life is a little crazy but with a little work and a helping hand it will be 
better. A friend is in a bit of trouble; use your resources and give your pal a hand. A new acquaintance makes a sur- 
prising move, be ready. Maybe it is lime to talk about your relationship; things could be better. If single, keep with 
the group plan. You aren’t ready yet. 

Owa (Jure 21-Jm.y 22) **** Those plans you have had might need a bit of altering, but don’t can- 
cel them all together. A surprise will leave you confused, but don’t jump the gun. It needs some long thinking first. 
You need to make some money so you arc not always at home while the rest are partying. Go to a party together. You 
will leant something new about each other. If single, give them a chance; you won’t be sorry. 

Lio (Juiy 23-Auft. 22) ***** Things are looking up. This could be the turning point so make it hap- 
pen. Work is heavy but plan it out so you still have time for yourself and maybe someone else. This is the month for 
you and it will be a busy one so don’t get overwhelmed. Give that special someone a surprise; they need it. If single, 
someone new is about to come in to your life. Make it fun. 

VtaKO (Aim* 23-Iept* 22) ** Olliers will get up close and personal but don’t divulge too much informa- 
tion or you'll be sorry. Take some time to reevaluate things. It will help tilings look clearer. Call a friend you haven’t 
talked to in a while. They have been thinking about you. Times aren’t the same between you but don’t give up. Try 
it with everyone else. If single, you could use the time alone next month. 

Lsbia (krT* 23-Oct* 22) **** Try to slow things down. You are missing the good stuff. Take some-l 
one in. They sure could use some TLC and you arc the perfect one to help them out. Plan a trip; even a small one 
would be a blast. Start getting there on time. You will be greatly appreciated. You both need to make a decision; do 
it together. If single, call. It couldn’t hurt anything. 

kotpso (Ocr* 23-Nov* 22) **** stop holding back. You are the one who will do the best job. Just 
lake control. Tilings aren’t always as bad as they seem, so stop making them worse. Things have been rough, but the 
stars read good news so get ready. Don’t push them away anymore. They need you and you need them. Show up at 
a party as a couple. You both will enjoy it. If single, keep your eyes open. They arc right behind you. 

tAOTTAMW (Nov* 23-Dec* 29 ***** Say it like it is or you will regret it soon. Enjoy the new expe l 
riences and remember the old; often it will be comforting. Spend your extra money on a gift for someone. It just may 
change things. Work is overwhelming, but keep up the hard work. Plan a traditional evening for the two of you with 
a little twist of your own If single, give them a chance. It can work out. 

CAHtKOftN (Bit* 22- Jan* 19)*** Jon’t try so hard. You will make it if you just focus a little more. 
You are always the listener. Start speaking up and you will be heard. Social life is looking good so take advantage. 
You are about to make some life-long friends. A candlelight dinner will make things better between you two. If sin- 
gle, have hope. It will be worth the wait. 





Women 


& Vio ence 


Avila Film Series: 


Spring 1998 


Sundays 


Tuesday Noon Hours 


Feb. 1, 1998 


Feb. 24, 1998 


Alice Doesn't Live Here Anymore 


Women Animators 


Marian Center/ 8 p m. 


Dallavis T.V. Studio/ Noon 


Feb. 15,1998 


March 24,1998 


The Long Walk Home 


A Film for Nappy-Headed People 


Goppert Theater/ 8 p.m. 


Dallavis T V. Studio/ Noon 


March 8, 1998 


April 14, 1998 


Looking for Mr. Goodbar 


Dating Rites: Gang Rape on Campus 


Whitfield Center/ 8 p.m 


Dallavis T V Studio/ Noon 
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by LAURA K. HARRIS 

EditorinChief 

Avila students often wander 
into Thornhill Gallery to 
browse through paintings from 
artists such as Sr. Margaret 
Reinhart, or exhibits presented 
by well-known talent. 

But how often do they dash in 
to see the works of high school 
students? 

Real connoisseurs of art will 
make sure they take a tour 
through die latest exhibit in 
Thornhill, which is so large it is 
in the Whitfield Conference 
Room as well. That is because 
from Feb. 2-13 the National 
Scholastic Regional Art 
Conference is on display. 

This display features the work 
of talented students from over 
71 high schools in die Kansas 
City Area. 

There are 850 pieces, and all 
have been honored widi an 
award. 

The awards ceremony will 
lake place on Feb. 7, 1998 in 
Mabee Ficldhouse. It is expect- 
ed dial over 1,500 students, 
family, friends and teachers 
will attend the Awards 
Ceremony. 

The judging took place before 
die exhibit came to Thornhill, 
and all winners tire displayed. 
George Chrisman, director of 
Thornhill Gallery, explained 
die judging process. “It was 
mind boggling. There were 65 
carousels of slides, 16 projec- 
tors and 28 judges.” 



Each slide was viewed and 
judged, and the winners 
brought dieir artwork to die 
Gallery this week. Chrisman 
said dial last year till the art- 
work itself was judged instead 
of slides. “We had some pieces 
that we moved five times,” 
Chrisman said. 

The art students are not die 
only ones widi somediing to 
gain, however. Avila is benefit- 
ing from the publicity and die 
ability to bring diese students in 
and let them see how strong die 
art program is. For example, 
Chrisman commented dial dicre 
were 75 kids in die Gallery one 
day this week, setting up or 
viewing displays. 

“This kind of event places 
Avila firmly on die student's 
minds. If they come here and 
enjoy die show and see how 
good they are, it makes a strong 
impression of die Avila Art 
Program and the competence it 
has,” senior gallery assistant 
Jessica Brice said. 

Judges from Avila were Susan 
Lawlor, head of the art pro- 
gram, judging die graphic and 
production design. Lisa 
Sugimoto, an Avila instructor, 
judged die ceramics division. 

Avila sponsors die event joint- 
ly widi die Kansas City Art 
Institute and die Kansas City 
Star. The Star devotes a lull- 
page ad to die event. 

The staff at Thornhill Gallery 
hopes you head over and see the 
promise of diese talented high 
school artists. 
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by LORI GIBSON 

Staff Reviewer 

Grab somci 

Kleenex and 
prepare to ask 
the question, 

“Who am I?” 

The newly M 

d 4 

explores the 

mysteries of the human mind. 
The movie brings many psycho- 
logical, as well as social issues 
to light and looks at diese con- 
sequences. 

Malt Damon commands full 
attention from his audience, 
portraying Will. Will is a 
genius, hiding behind the facade 
of a rebellious young man. By 
day he proves theorems it nor- 
mally takes mathematicians 
years to prove. By night, he runs 
wild widi die boys. Alter ;ui 
arrest for fighting, Will faces a 
judge in court who is not 
impressed by die rap sheet that 
is as long as Will is tall. The 
judge dirows die book at Will, 
hut a savior emerges from the 
shadows. Professor Lambeau 
sees die genius in Will and 
claims full responsibility for 
him. From this point on, we see 
die process of self-discovery. 

Robin Williams deviates from 
his typical roles and portrays die 



down-on-life psychiatrist Dr. 
Lambeau, enlisted to help Will. 
Dr. Lambeau faces his own 
ghosts while helping Will con- 
quer his. As a product of die 
foster care system. Will has had 
a life filled widi abuses unimag- 
inable to most of our minds, 
leaving him a scared man afraid 
to even attempt to succeed. 
Widi the help of Dr. Lambeau 
and a beautiful girl named 
Skylar, played by Minnie 
Driver, Will attempts to see 
who he really is and what the 
future could hold for him. 

Good Will Hunting mixes 
laughter widi tears, creating one 
of die most drought provoking 
movies I’ve ever seen. As we 
watch Will struggle for identity, 
it becomes impossible not to 
look widiin yourself and ask if 
you are living up to your poten- 
tial. 

I walked out of Good Will 
Hunting possessing a new view 
of my own life. First I am pre- 
pared to change the diings I 
don’t like and nourish the ones I 
do like about myself. Second, 
change is imminent and rallier 
than fearing it, 1 will embrace it 
to die fullest extent. 

Last, success is never out of 
reach unless we don’t act on the 
dreams and hopes dial gel us 
there. If a movie can be power- 
ful enough to change your life, I 
promise Good Will Hunting 
will do it! 




